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ACTION TOOL A:
Understanding Learning Targets

What Is a Learning Target?

The most effective teaching and the most meaningful student learning happen when
teachers design the right learning target for today’s lesson and use it along with their
students to aim for and assess understanding.

A learning target describes, in language that students understand, the lesson-sized
chunk of information, skills, and reasoning processes that students will come to know
deeply and thoroughly.

How Does a Learning Target Differ from an Instructional Objective?

An instructional objective describes an intended outcome and the nature of evidence
that will determine mastery of that outcome from a teacher’s point of view. It contains
content outcomes, conditions, and criteria.

A learning target describes the intended lesson-sized learning outcome and the nature
of evidence that will determine mastery of that outcome from a student’s point of view.
It contains the immediate learning aims for today’s lesson.

Learning Targets: Helping Students Aim for Understanding in Today’s Lesson
Connie M. Moss and Susan M. Brookhart [© 2012 by ASCD. All rights reserved.]
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