Using Wordless Storyboards to Promote Language and Literacy
__________________________________________________________
Thinking Required

This white paper discusses the use of ERG wordless storyboards as a developmentally appropriate resource for meeting the unique literacy needs of all learners.

The Challenge:
The population of students making up schools has grown increasingly diverse, making
the goal of differentiation more and more challenging. When students are spread over a
range of developmental levels a one-size-fits-all approach to instruction cannot meet the
literacy needs of all students. Many times students are assigned worksheets or lower level
decontextualized activities. These less engaging type products and resources seemingly
are readily available and easy to find. On the other hand, higher level, engaging, literacy
tasks are hard to come by and take a lot of time for teachers to personally develop.
Teachers are busy and pulled in many directions across their day. Therefore, having high
quality resources available, is critical.

An Affordable Option: ERG Wordless Storyboards:
In response to this need, Education Resource Group, has developed a product that will
support engagement, literacy skills such as reading, writing, speaking/listening and fun.
Very importantly, with any ERG approved product, thinking is required. ERGʼs interest is
to support high level, rigorous literacy work; the kind of work all children should have
the opportunity to experience.
The ERG wordless storyboards tell stories entirely through graphic illustrations by way
of story frames. One may think of this type of resource only in relation to very young
children, but the value of wordless storyboards for older learners can be demonstrated as
well.

Wordless storyboards, because they lack “text”, can be used for a variety of purposes and
a wide range of age and developmental literacy levels. Moreover, high quality text mate-

rials for teaching English as a second language are in short supply. The wordless storyboard set is a viable and appropriate option for ELL instruction.

ERG Storyboards-Benefits:
The ERG storyboards stimulate critical thinking and language use through visual images.
The beautifully illustrated, clever tales motivate learners and hold their interest. With
their built-in story structure, these boards encourage students to produce detailed, coherent, and cohesive texts both orally and in written form, which in turn fosters confidence,
self efficacy, and fluency. The intricate details of the stories encourage students to go
back time and time again to “read” and think about ideas. Jan Burkins and Kim Yaris
would name this “close reading” of a text (Burkins & Yaris, 2013).
Thinking is required as the stories are conceptual, versus procedural. In other words, the
storyboard images are built around a concept. The studentsʼ literacy work is to generate

the story to match the images and concepts. This allows many versions of a story to be
developed, as well as room to adjust the story as learners share and/or re-visit the boards.
There is no right or wrong answer. In stark contrast, a procedural literacy task with images may look like this: 1. A boy putting on his coat. 2. A boy putting on his gloves. 3. A
boy putting on his hat. 4. A boy building a snowman. The assigned task would be for the
student to put these images in order.

This affordable literacy resource has great potential for language development. ELL
Learners, Special Education and Title I students typically need work with oral language
as an anchor with which to connect sounds, words, sentences and ultimately, ideas.
Certain populations—including students in Title I and ELL sub-groups—typically face a
number of factors with regard to oral language development (Francis, Rivera, Lesaux,
Kieffer, & Rivera, 2006; Hart & Risley, 1995; NICHD, 2005; Snow, Porche, Tabors, &
Harris, 2007). Wordless storyboards can be used for both oral language and meaningful
literacy development for these particular sub-groups.

The ERG storyboards ensure that students work with quality texts and meaningful content, detailed ideas and at the same time have some fun. They provide an excellent means
by which teachers, parents, volunteers, tutors, and any individual working with students
can provide an opportunity to develop reading, writing, speaking/listening and critical
thinking. Additionally, the wordless approach removes word level barriers so that all
learners, no matter age or developmental reading level, can practice critical thinking;
when used correctly, a gateway to success for all populations.

Literacy Skill Connections with ERG Storyboards:
The chart below categorizes the literacy skills made active when working with the ERG
Storyboards.

Literacy Skills Supported Through ERG Wordless Storyboards
Reading

Writing

Speaking/Listening

Story Structure

Composition

Active Listening

Logic and Reasoning

Sentence Structure

Conversation Skills

Inference

Spelling and Grammar

Collaboration

Vocabulary Development

Vocabulary Development

Vocabulary Development

Creative Thinking

Creative Thinking

Creative Thinking

Reading Fluency

Writing Fluency

Speaking Fluency

Comprehension

Comprehension

Comprehension

Critical Thinking

Critical Thinking

Critical Thinking
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